[Surgical treatment of esophago-pleural fistula caused by chemotherapy for lung cancer].
A 72-year-old woman was admitted for cough and dyspnea. Bronchofiberscopy examination revealed lung cancer at the right main bronchus. Plain chest X-ray and chest CT revealed that the tumor had invaded to the mediastinum and esophagography demonstrated stenosis of the thoracic esophagus without fistula. Because pulmonary resection was contraindicated, chemotherapy for lung cancer was initiated. Complete response was noted, but an esophago-pleural fistula developed as a consequence of chemotherapy. After intrathoracic tube drainage, a permanent endoesophageal tube was inserted through a small incision in the stomach under general anesthesia. However, it migrated into the thoracic empyema after 4-postoperative days. Because the lung cancer was well-controlled, a second operation to reconstruct the esophagus was performed without resection of the thoracic esophagus or fistula. After the operation, thoracic empyema was washed out with povidone iodine and pure alcohol. The chest tube was removed 3 months after the second operation. We conclude that in cases of esophago-pleural fistula caused by chemotherapy for lung cancer, if complete response to chemotherapy is noted, reconstruction of the esophagus should be considered.